Preparing for accreditation: an opportunity for faculty development and curriculum renewal.
An approach to ACEHSA accreditation is described which turns this exercise into an occasion for faculty self reflection, development, and renewal. The carefully facilitated process examines the curriculum, its fundamental bases, processes, and products from multiple points of view including those of the faculty, current students, graduates, and employers. The process is derived from deliberative curriculum inquiry and results in curriculum specifications that are ordered by actual practice and truly understood and supported by faculty, students, and practitioners. Feedback from participants indicates that the carefully guided process of introspection turned a negative expectation surrounding the preparation for accreditation into a positive experience of faculty development and curriculum renewal. The process was improved across the two replications documented here.